
WHAT'S THAT? 
 
Challenge:  Your TASK is to use the materials to create the word on a card provided 
during your build time. 
 
Time:  You will have up to 6 minutes to use your IMAGINATION to use the materials to 
create the words given to you at the beginning of your time.  Before the end of your 6 
minutes, you must place the card with the word in front of your creation so the judges 
know what your creation represents.  At the end of your 6 minutes, you must stop and let 
the judges look at each creation.  You may talk during the 6 minute build time, but 
afterwards, you must all remain silent. 
 
The Scene:  You have been hired to create sculptures for the DI ACME Company, but 
they have had budget cuts, so they can only provide you with a limited number of items 
to use in making your creations.  You will be given three cards with words on them.  You 
are to make creations for each word using the materials provided so when someone looks 
at your creation, they can guess what the word is.  For example, if one of the cards said 
"butterfly", you would use the materials to make a creation that looks like a butterfly.  
Remember to place the card with the word on it in front of each creation so each is 
identifiable.  You must complete all three creations and have them on the table within the 
6 minute time period.  
 
Procedure: 

• Part One (6 minutes):  There is a table with materials on it and a table for 
presenting your creations. During this 6 minutes, build creations for all three 
words and display them on the table provided.  You will be given the three cards 
with words on them at the beginning of the 6 minutes. 

• Part Two:  At the end of the 6 minutes, the judges will say "Stop" and you must 
put stop and step away from the table.  The judges will then review your 
creations.  You cannot talk during this part. 

  
Materials: 
Four paper clips  Four rubber bands   Four pipe cleaners 
Four marbles   Four cotton balls   One sheet of tin foil 
Four note cards  One piece of string   One plastic cup 
One paper bag   Six colored blocks   Five toothpicks 
 
Scissors are provided but should not be used in your solution. 
 
Scoring:  You will receive up to: 
 
20 points (60 points maximum) for how creatively you use the materials for each word 
12 points if you used at least one of all the materials provided 
1 point for each card placed in front of creations (3 points maximum) 
25 points for how well your team works together 



 
FOR TEAM MANAGER: 
 
Suggested words for placing on individual index cards.  It may be wise to start with the 
"easy" words, then move onto the "hard" list. 
 
 
EASY LIST      HARD LIST 
Light       Laugh 
Mug       Farmer 
Calculator      Hunt 
Clock       Itch 
Lighthouse      Laptop 
Whale       Laundry 
Lightening      Microwave 
Island       North Pole 
Ruler       Scary 
Arrow       Beach 
Hot Dog      Forest 
Slide       Shower 
Car       Statue 
Shark       Vacuum Cleaner 
See Saw      Windmill 
Candle       Fast 
Snail       Windy 
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